136

MONK

CHAP.

t* !"

ically informing him that the Scotch army was at the
service of the Parliament if it were  still under  re-
straint, and that in accordance with his new commission
he had cashiered such officers as would not recognise its
authority.     "I do call God to witness/3 he concluded,
"that the asserting of a Commonwealth  is  the only
intent of my heart, and I desire if possible to avoid
the shedding of blood, and therefore entreat you that
there may be a good understanding between Parliament
and army.    But if they will not obey your commands I
will not desert you according to my duty and promise."
In the same strain he wrote to Fleetwood imploring
him to restore the Parliament.    "Otherwise," he says, !
"I am resolved by the assistance of God, with this army
under my command, to declare for them and prosecute
this just cause to the last drop of my blood. ... I do
plainly assure your lordship I was never better satisfied
with the justice of any engagement than in this. .   . .
I desire your lordship not to be deluded by the specious
pretences of any ambitious person whatever."  He speaks
pathetically of his shame to see his country the scorn of
Europe, and again calls God to witness he has no other
end than the Eestoration of parliamentary authority,
"and those good laws which our ancestors have  pur-
chased with so much blood. . . . And I take myself so
far obliged, being in the Parliament's service, to stand
though alone in this quarrel."

The third letter was to Lambert.    He was "the am-
bitious person"  on whom  Monk  had  his  eye;  and
short and sharp as the letter was, he was careful to let   ;
his old rival know that he suspected him of aiming at a
dictatorship. ' He repeated his determination to stand the Church.
